
                                                                                                                               
 

 
 

  
  INTRODUCTION 

 
Where has this year gone? CAB  has been involved in three major events already ; first Glassex 
then the Aluminium in Renovation Awards plus Members Meetings and most recently our second 
Technical Conference (see brief report in May’s Aluminium in Architecture ezine). The level of 
interest in our members’ products appears to be growing as several specifiers and companies are 
extending their materials options to include aluminium and the commercial sector remains 
buoyant. The rest of 2007 promises to be just as busy with our AGM, two regional members 
meetings and Interbuild where CAB is central to the Aluminium Zone. 

                                      
                       

CURRENT TOPICS 
 

Sustainability 
 
I make no apologies for including this topic again, indeed the whole subject  is gaining momentum 
on a wide front. At our March meeting Georgina Pearman from the Eden Project discussed the 
issue of minerals supply chain stewardship emphasising the need for responsible sourcing and this 
is also a lynchpin of the Olympic Delivery Authority’s procurement policy. Whilst the recycling 
benefits of aluminium are clearly documented – see the literature in the technical information 
section on our web site – the sourcing upstream is less well understood so CAB now has made 
contact with the International Aluminium Institute, who monitor the whole supply chain, to 
improve our knowledge of the primary metal production process. ‘What is this to do with me’ you 
may ask. Simply put all construction materials will come under increasing scrutiny for their green 
credentials and we want to ensure you are suitably armed to answer this challenge. 
 
Security and SBD 
 
Our discussions with the SBD team continue and Mick Reynolds was a speaker at the Technical 
Conference. The main police concern is with the measures to ensure that  approved products and 
suppliers continue to perform to specification, hence their insistence on  certification (Kitemark or 
similar) while we are equally exercised by the need to keep testing requirements and costs to a 
workable and financially viable level – dialogue continues! If you are regularly offering a standard 
specification window or door, perhaps with only minor hardware changes, then you should at least 
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consider if those products should be put through full certification which includes approval of your 
production control system. We still await the latest versions of the European standards. 
 
Acoustics 
 
This was one of the topics at the recent Technical Conference and one where ignorance is no 
longer bliss as specifiers demand more precise details about your products’ noise attenuation  
performance. With the help of our speaker Paul Eade and the experts at Member Pilkington we 
plan to publish a suitable guide later this year that demystifies the subject. 
 

 
 
  REGULATIONS & STANDARDS 
 
 
DON’T FORGET:  
 
1. As members you can order British Standards through CAB at a discounted rate (plus a small admin charge – 
contact Julie Harley for details. 
 
2. You can view and download the Approved Documents (AD) to the Building Regulations for FREE at 
www.planningportal.gov.uk  
 
3. Similarly the Scottish Regulations are freely available on the Scottish Building Standards Agency website 
www.sbsa.gov.uk and the Northern Ireland ones at www.dfpni.gov.uk . 
 
4. The latest Standards & Regulations list is attached 
 
 
BUILDING REGULATIONS  
 
 
ENGLAND & WALES 
 
ADB – Fire 
 
It is fair to say that we now think it unlikely that LABC or anyone else is likely to publish a formal 
interpretation of the requirement not to make matters worse when replacing windows ie thin 
metal frames replace by thicker ones of any material. So if you have any doubts at all regarding 
compliance first ensure you have relevant measurements of both the original  and replacement 
windows then contact the local Building Control Office for their opinion.  
 
ADF - Ventilation 
 
The householder and supplier guidance notes have been through many iterations but should be 
ready by Glassex….but they weren’t! Not the fault of the author but those who have concerns 
about trickle ventilation in replacement scenarios. I am reliably informed that we shall see the 
finished articles before the end of June …07. 



Meanwhile I still get reports that M&E people are still not accepting that purge ventilation 
specifications should be based on the window sash dimensions in the closed position. Do let me 
know if you have come across this problem recently. 
 
ADL - Thermal 
 
The main concern I have with ADL at the moment is the Government’s insistence that all houses 
built from 2016 will be ‘zero carbon’, achieved in 3 stages namely 2010, 2013 and 2016. This 
suggests that a) we are incredibly more efficient than the Germans, Swiss and Austrians at 
developing and building such structures – it has taken them 10 years to develop the Passivhaus 
standard and their current output is 1% of their annual build – and b) we are likely to be faced 
with three yearly ADL reviews!! You may rest assured that we with our industry colleagues are 
seeking urgent clarification on these points. 
Oh, and remember the budget statement about the Government working with us to examine 
incentives that will encourage energy efficient replacement glazing? It will come as no surprise that 
‘officials’ expressed concern that the Window Energy Ratings scheme was not mandatory because 
without that it would not be fair on those choosing not using WERs to comply ! Concern was also 
expressed at the low level of uptake of WERs ...but that is the whole rationale for the 5% 
campaign, to give a fiscal incentive! Shades of Catch 22? 
 
STANDARDS 
 
BS 7950 – for those who are not clear this standard now covers casement (top/bottom/side), 
tilt/turn & turn/tilt, fixed light and dummy vents, top swing and vertical sliding windows. 
 
BS 8477 – Code of Practice for Customer Service, a new guidance standard that has some basic 
but good ideas on how to optimise your customer facing performance 
 
PAS 23 – amendments to the composite door Annex D. 
 
PAS 24 – amendments to the security hardware and cylinder tests and the standard loading cases. 
 
BS EN 1670 – this deals with corrosion standards for hardware and now includes an extra grade 5 
with a 480 hour salt spray test for very severe situations. 
 
BS EN 13119 – Curtain Walling – Terminology is new and worth getting if this is your market. 
See also BS EN 12519 which covers Windows & Pedestrian Doors. 
 

 
  PUBLICATIONS & REPORTS 
 
Recycling of Aluminium  
 
The European Aluminium Association (EAA), Organisation of European Aluminium Refiners 
and Remelters (OEA) and the International Aluminium Institute (IAI) have produced two 
excellent booklets full of good information and data on this topic. Both are now available in 
electronic format on the CAB web site under Technical Information/Reports.  
 



CAB Guidance Notes (CGN) 
 
Three CGNs have been placed in the Technical section of the Members area on the web site – 
more to come very soon. 
Suggestions for new subjects are always welcome. 
 
CAB/CWCT ‘The thermal assessment of window assemblies, curtain walling and non-traditional 
building envelopes’ is available, only from CWCT, at £30 to CAB Members. 
The CD spreadsheet that accompanies this book has now been completed and copies sent to all 
purchasers of the manual. 
 
. 
 
  DIARY DATES 
 
 
29 Jun 07  CAB AGM & Dinner    Oulton Hall, Leeds 
 
Sep 07  Regional Meeting     tba 
 
28 Oct – 1 Nov 07 Interbuild – Aluminium Zone   NEC 
 
22 Nov 07  Regional Meeting     RIBA HQ, London 
 
For further information on any of the above contact:  enquiries@c-a-b.org.uk  or 01453 828851 
 
See also www.aluminiuminarchitecture.com   
 
Attachments: 
 
Acronym List       
Standards & Publications List 
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