
                                                                                                                               
 

 
 

  
  INTRODUCTION 

 
2007 promises to be one busy and exciting year for CAB and its members. We have stands at 
Glassex and Interbuild, are organising the European (EAA) devised Aluminium in Renovation 
Awards and our second Technical Conference as well as the usual round of Regional Members 
and Technical Committee meetings. On top of all this we have the whole area of Eco initiatives – 
more below – that will continue to grow as political, academic and industry programmes gather 
momentum. 

                                      
                       

CURRENT TOPICS 
 
 

Sustainability 
 
In the November issue I outlined some of the more active schemes that are impacting on the 
construction industry. I have recently been involved in a number of BRE groups discussing 
Window Waste (part of the Market Transformation Programme), Responsible Sourcing in the 
materials supply chains (links to the BREEAM ratings) and our old favourite the Green Guide 
now due publication about April 07. On top of these Europe is still investigating labelling of 
construction products (EU-Green It) and there is much debate on what type of Environmental 
Product Information Scheme should be inflicted on industry.  
So what do I hear? Well we need to ensure that aluminium products are not unfairly treated 
relative to other products because these initiatives, or their derivatives, will eventually be 
implemented by the EU and National bodies in some form – just look at the Code for Sustainable 
Homes now with us. 
Occasionally I do need to ask Members for their help in gathering information on supply and production parameters 
so I can present factual and up-to-date data where needed. My sincere thanks to those who have already helped in 
this respect and may I reassure you that such information is always handled in confidence and is non-attributable. 
I recommend that some preliminary checking of your supply chain ‘green’ credentials may stand 
you in good stead for future tenders that demand such information. 
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Energy Performance of Buildings 
 
Last time I covered the European aspects which do tend to dictate timescales for the UK. I was 
not a little concerned to read a proposal, calling for zero carbon new build houses by 2016, for a 
three stage process ie 2009, 2013 then 2016. This suggests that the relevant Regulations – our old 
friend ADL – might need similar revision periods, a possibility that I have vigorously rejected 
given the chaos and heartache that the 2002/2006 review caused. I will keep you posted on this 
one. 
The 5% VAT for energy efficient windows campaign is gathering momentum with Parliamentary 
Questions etc. It is clear if we are to win this battle that industry must supply accurate data on the 
availability and supply of WER Band C or better products. I know this only affects a few members 
at the moment but anything that could stimulate sales must be a ‘good thing’. The picture we need 
to paint is the windows are available but not being bought so we need the tax incentive – enough 
said. 
 
Security and SBD 
 
The SBD Ad Hoc group had a very useful and informative meeting with Jon Cole of SBD and this 
group will have the opportunity to comment in detail on the draft ‘Commercial’ version due next 
month. Jon also agreed we would have sight of the revisions to the New Homes, New Schools 
and New Hospitals versions prior to release. 
He accepted that not all police Architectural Liaison Officers were fully up-to-speed on SBD 
criteria and implementation and welcomed CAB members offer to get involved with regional 
briefings and training sessions. 
SBD do not like the forthcoming EN standards 1627-30 not least because the European system is 
very slow to react to changes in attack methods. Among members feelings were somewhat divided 
but overall it was thought that if the UK standards BS 7950 and PAS 24 were kept for dwellings 
and Class 3 and above of the ENs used for commercial premises the industry could move forward 
knowing what it had to achieve. Meanwhile Jon confirmed that the UK standards were fully 
accepted by SBD for commercial premises. 
CAB will produce a Guidance Note on SBD and Security standards once the commercial version 
is agreed. 
 
Curtain Walling 
 
I attended the first meeting of the resurrected CEN TC33 WG6 curtain wall group now chaired 
by Italy. Revision of the CW standard BS EN 13830, wind load criteria and the application of 
Guidance Paper M (Initial Type Testing) were the main topics.  
The industry has moved on considerably since the original CEN Mandate 108 was written and it 
was agreed the revisions must take this into account. Basic issues such as the definition of CW, the 
test methodologies (eg the CWCT water test) and sloping glazing must be addressed. Whilst there 
was little mention of CE marking many delegates agreed informally that it was not really relevant 
to whole facades. 
 
 



As far as definitions are concerned I have previously circulated an FAECF (see Acronyms 
attachment) paper to the Technical Committee. I now attach it for wider consideration and ask 
that anyone with strong feelings on how CW and window definitions should be reconciled 
please send me your thoughts. 
 
There was considerable support for the UK (CWCT) approach to wind deflection limits, the 
15mm max being thought too prescriptive. Any changes must be reconciled with the glazing 
standards but we can expect some progress here. 
 
Guidance Paper M was not discussed in depth but the cascading of test data from systems 
companies to fabricators was I believe generally thought a sensible move. 
 
Committee Membership 
 
Finally as you can see CAB and its technical side get fully involved on your behalf in a wide range 
of current issues and concerns. Our full TC is always well attended and we have three small but 
active sub committees. To ensure we reflect members’ interests fairly and accurately we need a few 
more members on the Accessories Committee now chaired by Andy Stolworthy of Adams Rite. 
Anyone willing to help that group tackle a range of projects please let me know or contact 
him direct at andy.stolworthy@adamsrite.co.uk . Thank you. 
 
 
 
  REGULATIONS & STANDARDS 
 
 
DON’T FORGET:  
 
1. As members you can order British Standards through CAB at Members rates ie 50% discount (plus a small 
admin charge – contact Julie Harley for details. 
 
2. You can view and download the Approved Documents (AD) to the Building Regulations for FREE.  
 
STOP PRESS!! 
All England & Wales Building Regulation Approved Documents and supporting 
information has been moved from the DCLG (was ODPM) web site to the Planning Portal 
at www.planningportal.gov.uk  
 
3. Similarly the Scottish Regulations are freely available on the Scottish Building Standards Agency website 
www.sbsa.gov.uk and the Northern Ireland ones at www.dfpni.gov.uk . 
 
4. The latest Standards & Regulations list is attached 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BUILDING REGULATIONS  
 
 
ENGLAND & WALES 
 
ADB – Fire 
 
‘Further to the guidance I gave last time it now seems, following a meeting at the DCLG  where 
the GGF represented the industry concerns about ADs B, F and L, that the Ministry will further 
clarify the replacement window situation vis a vis fire escape – we await developments.’ 
 
This was my July and November report and we still await clarification – but now from LABC who 
are responsible for the implementation of the Regulations as the DCLG says it only compiles and 
publishes them! 
 
ADF - Ventilation 
 
The householder and supplier guidance notes have been through many iterations but should be 
ready by Glassex, where the GGF will launch them. I will circulate them to members. 
 
ADL - Thermal 
 
SBEM – as yet we do not have a firm date for a further training day BUT there is news re SBEM 
development. There was a high level meeting recently between the CPA, ICOM (Heating) and the 
CLG (as Department for Communities & Local Government now known!)at which industry 
concerns at the slow progress on improving the robustness of SBEM was strongly expressed. 
Issues such as solar overheating, the notional building parameters and natural vs mechanical 
ventilation were covered and Ted King said although funding was tight he would be fighting to 
ensure the SBEM programme was not further affected. 
I then had the good fortune to be in the same group at a BRE seminar as the man responsible for 
the revision of SBEM and tackled him on the very poor libraries of window frame materials and 
glazing default options, virtually all of which are domestic products.  
He has asked CAB to send him lists of the most commonly used commercial variants so 
please let me have your input.  
 
SCOTTISH BUILDING REGULATIONS & STANDARDS  
 
The SBSA and other Scottish agencies have been active recently. First the 2007 Technical 
Handbooks, which come into force on 1 May 07, are available on the SBSA web site and can be 
also bought from the Stationery Office.  
Edinburgh Council has launched its Edinburgh’s Standards for Sustainable Building effective from 
1 May 07 – see www.edinburgh.gov.uk for the report. 
Finally there is a seminar on the future for housing in Scotland on 27 Mar 07 – see 
http://www.holyrood.com/nav/conference/future_events/conf_housing07/conference.asp?cont
ent=contents for full details. 
 
 
 



 
NORTHERN IRELAND BUILDING REGULATIONS 
 
Published at the end of August the revised Parts F – Energy (equivalent to ADL) and R – Access 
to Buildings etc (equivalent to ADM) come into force on 30 November 2006. For full details see 
www.dfpni.gov.uk . 
 
 
STANDARDS 
 
BS EN 14351-1 – Windows & Doors – we now know that the two year coexistence period started 
on 1 Feb 07 and ends on 1 Feb 09 after which all conflicting national standards must be 
withdrawn. CE marking of these products is thus now available to and in most cases mandatory in 
all EC Member States and you may see marked products entering the UK market. Please 
remember that a CE mark must relate to the country where the product is being sold so for UK 
the only required criterion is thermal performance; having said that I would expect most 
companies to declare weather tightness figures as well. Finally a CE mark does not relate to 
product quality nor does it indicate fitness for a specific contract; if you come across evidence of 
misuse please tell me. 
The BSI committee for windows & doors is working on national application standards (BS 6375-
1, -2, -3) for 14351 and is revising existing materials product standards (BSs 644, 4873, 6510, 7412) 
to remove conflicts with the EN. 
 
BS 7950 – has recently been reissued with clarification of the standard loading cases for VSWs. 
 
PAS 23 – amendments to the composite door Annex D. 
 
PAS 24 – amendments to the security hardware and cylinder tests and the standard loading cases. 
 
 

 
  PUBLICATIONS & REPORTS 
 
Recycling of Aluminium  
 
The European Aluminium Association (EAA), Organisation of European Aluminium Refiners 
and Remelters (OEA) and the International Aluminium Institute (IAI) have produced two 
excellent booklets full of good information and data on this topic. Both are now available in 
electronic format on the CAB web site in the Members section under Technical 
Information/Reports.  
 
CAB Guidance Notes (CGN) 
 
The first two CGNs have been placed in the Technical section of the Members area on the new 
web site – more to come very soon. 
Suggestions for new subjects are always welcome. 
 
 



 
CAB/CWCT ‘The thermal assessment of window assemblies, curtain walling and non-traditional 
building envelopes’ is available, only from CWCT, at £30 to CAB Members. 
The CD spreadsheet that accompanies this book has now been completed and copies sent to all 
purchasers of the manual. 
 
. 
 
  DIARY DATES 
 
 
4 – 7 Mar 07  Glassex      NEC 
 
22 Mar 07  CAB Members & UK Aluminium in  EMCC, Nottingham 
   Renovation Awards 
 
16 May 07  Technical Conference    Stratford Manor Hotel 
 
29 Jun 07  CAB AGM & Dinner    Oulton Hall, Leeds 
 
Sep 07  Regional Meeting     tba 
 
28 Oct – 1 Nov 07 Interbuild – Aluminium Zone   NEC 
 
Nov 07  Regional Meeting     tba 
 
For further information on any of the above contact:  enquiries@c-a-b.org.uk  or 01453 828851 
 
Attachments: 
 
Acronym List 
FAECF Definitions Paper        
Standards & Publications List 
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